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One of the key findings of the WIPO Innovation Index 2019  

is that

“ Innovation inputs and outputs are still 

concentrated in very few economies; 

a global innovation divide persists”. 

Unfortunately, Africa is still depicted as the poor relation  

in the whole spectrum of innovation and Intellectual  

Property uptake.

There is therefore an urgent need for all stakeholders to work 

together to reverse such situation. It is high time that Africa 

shifts from being main Intellectual Property consumer to 

Intellectual Property producer.

As Adams & Adams is publishing this 8th issue of the Africa 

Update Magazine which covers the IP highlights on the 

Continent, it is befitting to commend the Firm as one of the 

largest users of the ARIPO system, and a key stakeholder in 

the development of Intellectual Property, for their role in 

creating awareness on Intellectual Property in Africa. 

In collaboration with its partners, ARIPO is more than ever  

before engaged in setting the Continent on global 

competition in terms of innovation. In this context, the year 

2019 was marked by the implementation of the Tripartite 

MoU WIPO-ARIPO-OAPI signed in 2018 (also known as 

the WAO Agreement) which is aiming at mainstreaming 

IP technical assistance to Africa. Several initiatives were 

undertaken including the Conference “Intellectual 

Property, Innovation, and Value Addition for Business 

Competitiveness and Sustainable Development in Africa” 

and the Development of the Nairobi Action Plan on 

Copyright. In operations, ARIPO also registered the highest 

number of applications both in patents (867) and marks 

(408). Further, the ARIPO Academy was transformed into 

a Regional IP Training Center of Excellence, a 3rd Master’s 

Degree Programme on IP was launched at the University 

of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania. ARIPO also endeavoured 

to improve efficiencies in its operations namely through 

the use of ICTs as evidenced by the fact that 94%  

of patent applications received were filed online which 

strongly suggests that by the end of 2020, ARIPO could be a 

paperless office. 

However, a lot is yet to be done on the African Continent. 

Indeed, according to the WIPO IP Facts and figures for 2019, 

Africa share on global patents applications is still at 0.5 

percent, in trademarks at 1.7 percent, 1.5 percent in industrial 

designs and 0.1 percent in utility models. This is against the 

global trend that has witnessed an exponential growth of IP 

rights in all other regions. The reasons behind the low uptake 

of IP in the Continent may be profound and include lack of 

adequate policies, legislation and institutional frameworks. 

However, issues related to efficiencies and responsiveness of 

IP offices with regard to their operations may be crucial and 

may need to be looked at closely and improved.

As we are moving toward the implementation of an African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AFCTA), it is important that 

the Continent set the conditions to facilitate trade and 

movement of goods and services by improving IP as one of 

the most important enablers.

This publication will go a long way in providing information 

about the IP systems in Africa, sensitize the global IP fraternity 

on the important developments that are happening in the 

continent and promote more trust in it for better utilization.

Therefore, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this 

edition of the Adams & Adams Africa Updates Magazine 

and I hope you will find it relevant and useful.

ARIPO Director General

WELCOME
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SIMON BROWN

Chairperson, Africa Strategy Committee 
Co-chair, Trade Marks Department 

Established in 1908 with our head office in South Africa, 

we have expanded over the years with various Associate 

Offices and partners across Africa. Needless to say, it has 

been an exciting journey, with many highlights to look back 

on and challenges to learn from.

At Adams & Adams we look to explore, engage, understand 

and grow, while fostering meaningful relationships with 

Africa’s IP fraternity and clients alike. 

Adams & Adams continues to foster relationships with IP 

organisations operating within the continent. 

Living in today’s technology-driven world, where society 

lives and relies on devices makes meaningful personal 

connections more important than ever. As such, Adams 

& Adams partners continue to travel widely across the 

continent to engage with its associates and IP administrators 

in number of African countries. This interaction with the 

African IP fraternity is what sets Adams & Adams apart from 

its competitors.

Last year, partners travelled extensively, visiting Angola, 

Botswana, eSwatini, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 

Mauritius, Namibia, Nigeria, São Tomé and Príncipe, 

Tanzania, and Uganda. Travel – much like knowledge – the 

more you see, the more you know.

By visiting its Associate Offices and the Registry’s in 

each country, Adams & Adams receives on-the-ground 

information on the challenges they face and how they plan 

on addressing them. 

The 2019 Adams & Adams Africa IP Network Meeting, 

held in Pretoria, South Africa, saw agents, practitioners, 

and registrars from across the continent gather to share 

experiences, challenges, developments, and learnings on 

IP prosecution and litigation in their respective jurisdictions. 

Adams & Adams also held several IP enforcement training 

workshops with local police officers and customs officials in 

the various African countries. 

Notably, the World Customs Organisation invited Adams & 

Adams to participate in the National Intellectual Property 

Rights (IPR) Workshop in Accra, Ghana, where the team 

provided anti-counterfeiting training. The event was well 

attended, with Ghanaian customs officials expressing a 

great deal of interest, calling for further co-operation and 

training.

Africa is a diverse continent, made up of 54 countries, and 

each with its own culture, social dynamics, opportunities, 

and challenges. The only way to really understand the 

intricacies of the continent is with first-hand experience. 

INTRODUCTION

AS COINED BY OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, JR: 

A mind that is stretched by  
a new experience can never 
go back to its old dimensions.

Born in Africa, rooted 
in integrity, and 

driven by ingenuity, 
Adams & Adams 

proudly presents this 
year’s Africa Update 

Magazine, bringing 
you the latest legal 

updates from around 
the continent. 
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ADAMS.AFRICA  
ADVISORY UNIT

However, lack of access to critical economic data and market intelligence, coupled with policy 

uncertainty, continues to affect strategic decisions, and as a result, deters investors.

To assist investors in entering the African marketplace, the Adams.Africa Advisory unit has an expert 

team on hand ready to help clients mitigate risks and take advantage of investment opportunities across 

the continent.

The team has decades of on-the-ground experience, comprising market specialists, industry experts, 

and thought leaders, providing clients with the latest business, economic, political, and legal updates, 

events, and trends from across the continent.

Africa is ripe with opportunities. However, before clients dive in, they need to consider the challenges 

that the continent presents, too, as they are multifaceted and unique to each jurisdiction. 

For those looking to invest, Adams.Africa Advisory unit has pegged investment opportunities in five sectors 

that are set for take-off and identified seven key challenges facing businesses entering the marketplace 

in its two latest reports.  

Economic growth is closely 
associated with progressive 
intellectual property  
(IP) protection systems that 
are geared towards fostering 
technological and industrial 
development and innovation. 
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Weighing up Africa’s investment potential
Once seen as the ‘risky’ continent, despite being a viable 

investment destination for natural resources, Africa’s 

respectable growth rate and improvements within business 

environments have made it an attractive destination for 

foreign direct investment for several key industries. 

Boasting a growing fast-consumer goods sector that has 

attracted attention from various international brands, Africa 

is also quickly becoming an important import hub for a 

variety of other industries. 

Multinational organisations have managed to gain 

strong footholds and as a result, increased the number of 

partnerships with local players to assist them in securing in-

depth market knowledge, allowing them to leverage this 

information for the expansion of operations. 

Despite the progress being made across the continent, 

Africa still poses a number of challenges for current 

and future investors, especially those trying to enter the 

marketplace. 

One must always keep in mind that a ‘one-size-fits-all’ 

blanket approach is not the way to go when approaching 

the African marketplace. By acknowledging that Africa is 

made up of a collection of diverse countries, each with 

its own business challenges, rooted in unique cultural, 

geographical, and sociological thought-processes and 

differences that should be used to guide and informal 

business engagements. 

Opportunities 
Africa is emerging as an investment destination of choice, 

with burgeoning industries ready for further development. 

A recent study by Adams.Africa Advisory details the key 

sectors that are poised for expansion, helping clients 

navigate challenges to secure opportunities across  

the continent.

Africa’s economies have traditionally been rooted in the 

primary sectors due to its favourable climate conditions 

and abundance of natural resources. However, the success 

of Africa’s economic development is not restricted to 

the extractive industries. Other sectors that are showing 

immense potential include construction, financial services, 

food, agri-processing, healthcare, manufacturing and retail 

– all of which are emerging as important industries, helping 

to drive development on the continent.  

Key sectors that present attractive investment 

opportunities for investors include agriculture, energy 

resources, healthcare, telecommunications, and transport 

infrastructure.

Development priorities vary in scale and by industry across 

regions and countries. Investors require targeted research, 

market entry strategies, and feasibility studies in identifying 

regional and country-specific gaps and opportunities in 

being better informed on potential investment costs and 

risks before making in-roads on the continent. 

Challenges 
The Adams.Africa Advisory unit identified and unpacked the 

challenges facing clients doing business in Africa, with the 

most prominent being the ease of doing business and the 

rigid regulatory environments that are prone to corruption. 

Other challenges include establishing trustworthy local 

partnerships, ineffective IP rights, limited market size, 

inadequate infrastructure, and lack of access to capital 

and funding. 

To assist investors entering the African marketplace, Adams 

& Adams through its Adams.Africa Advisory unit offers a 

comprehensive range of business, economic, political, and 

legal research services, coupled with up-to-date information 

and a precise framework for investment and IP protection 

across Africa’s jurisdictions. If you would like to receive more 

information, contact us on advisory@adams.africa
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AFRICA ECONOMIC 
OVERVIEW 2019

Top 10 fastest growing economies in Africa 2019

Top 10 slowest and declining economies in Africa 2019 

REAL GDP GROWTH AT MARKET PRICES

REAL GDP GROWTH AT MARKET PRICES

South Sudan 7,9%

Rwanda 7,8%

Cote d’Ivoire 7,5%

Ghana 7,5%

Ethiopia 7,4%

Djibouti 6,0%

Burkina Faso 6,0%

Senegal 6,0%

Benin 6,6%

Mauritania 6,6%

Libya -19,1%

Zimbabwe -7,1%

Equatorial Guinea -4,6%

Sudan -2,6%

Angola -0,3%

Namibia -0,2%

Liberia 0,4%

Burundi 0,4%

South Africa 0,7%

Eswatini 1,3%
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AFRICAN 
INNOVATION
Helping Africa’s entrepreneurs succeed through IP

Africa Innovation Challenge –  
Tapping into the benefits  

of Intellectual Property (IP) 

Africa holds an abundance of potential however young, 

innovative entrepreneurs still face several barriers, ultimately 

hindering their inevitable success. 

Many of these African entrepreneurs hold some of the 

most innovative ideas that could alleviate some of Africa’s 

current burdens, from healthcare to lack of access to 

electricity and water. 

With a surge of activity among entrepreneurs and health 

systems leaders looking to develop solutions that overcome 

health and societal challenges, Johnson & Johnson 

launched the Africa Innovation Challenge to identify worthy 

innovations aimed at tackling African healthcare related 

problems.

Launched in 2017 as part of the company’s comprehensive 

approach to support and collaborate with Africa’s 

innovation, education, and health systems and institutions, 

the Africa Innovation Challenge is a platform that looks to 

develop and grow sustainable businesses. 

Ugandan architect, Grace Nakibaala’s innovation, passion 

and dedication towards coming up with a solution to 

solve some of Africa’s challenges recently earned her an 

accolade as one of the three winners of the inaugural Africa 

Innovation Challenge. 

Seeking to prevent disease transmission and reduce water 

use, Grace came up with the idea to create a hands-free 

solution for water taps in Uganda. 

Her innovation, PedalTap™ is an affordable, portable 

hands-free foot-operated water dispensing solution. Using 

technology that involves modifying the existing water 

tap system, PedalTap creates a cost-effective solution for 

developing countries, reducing the growth and frequency 

of infectious diseases such as flu, cholera, Ebola and 

Coronavirus on existing taps. 

Grace’s invention is much needed, as effective hand 

hygiene could contribute to a 60% reduction in hospital 

care-associated infections spread in public facilities. 

As a budding entrepreneur, Grace realised her innovation 

needed further credibility and protection if investors were to 

buy into her invention. 

Adams & Adams, as an official partner of the Africa 

Innovation Challenge offered to extend their services to 

Grace. 

Adams & Adams successfully secured trade mark and 

utility model protection for Grace’s PedalTap innovation. 

This is a small victory for Grace on her important journey in 

improving the well-being of all Africans.
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AFRICA IP NETWORK MEETING, PRETORIA
The 2019 Adams & Adams Africa IP Network Meeting, held in Pretoria,  

South Africa, saw agents, practitioners, and registrars from across the 

continent gather to share experiences, challenges, developments, and 

learnings on IP prosecution and litigation in their respective jurisdictions.

Touching on the latest and most pressing issues taking place across the continent, Gérard du Plessis, Adams 

& Adams Chairman addressed the incidences of xenophobic violence in South Africa, which overshadowed 

last year’s events. 

Du Plessis called the incidences “senseless acts” that “go against the constitutional values of our nation and 

our firm.”

His sentiments were echoed by Keynote Speaker, Redi Tlhabi, a broadcasting journalist, producer, author and 

a former radio presenter on 702 for over a decade – recalling her own challenges that citizens continue to 

face today, especially women across Africa.

Voted as one of the top 50 ‘Most Influential People’ in IP by Managing Intellectual Property, Fernando dos 

Santos, ARIPO Director General, and Guest Speaker explored key strategies that are needed to restore 

Africa’s profile and international IP reputation. 

Presenting the session titled, ‘Can IP Help Africa to Reclaim its Former Glory in Innovation?’, dos Santos 

referenced the words of Francis Gurry, WIPO Director General, saying: 
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“Ultimately, the source of all innovation 
and creativity is human, and Africa is the 

cradle of humanity, so it is in this sense the 
origin of all innovation and creativity that 

characterises our species as human beings.”

The low uptake of IP across the continent, while not utilising the full potential of the system, was 

emphasised, as Africa only accounts for 0.5% of all patents and 1.9% of all trade marks filed globally. 

If Africa is to move forward, delegates need to assume their role as stakeholders of the IP system by 

raising awareness and contributing to IP education. Dos Santos encouraged delegates to assist local 

creators and innovators while finding ways to improve Africa’s IP systems image and policies, as well as 

its legal and institutional frameworks.

Various topics were discussed with in-depth talks and break-out sessions held on copyright, non-

traditional trade marks and trade marks in the digital, domain name complaints, regional organisations, 

such as ARIPO and OAPI, and the interaction between designs, copyright and trade dress. 

Adams & Adams Partner and the meeting’s MC, Simon Brown, was upbeat about the event’s turnout, 

hailing it a major success. He mentioned that every year, delegates are becoming more and more 

positive about the role IP will play in Africa’s economic growth going forward. 

Gérard Du Plessis (Partner & Chairman,  
Adams & Adams) and Redi Tlhabi


