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Law, Leadership & Legaltech in a Fragmented World

11:00 - 11:30 Arrival and Registration

Welcome address

Graeme Codrington

11:30 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:30

12:30 - 12:45

12:45 - 13:45

13:45 – 14:15

Opening keynote by Graeme Codrington

Keynote Q & A

Case Review: The Year in Review – Cases That Moved the Legal Needle
In a year marked by rapid regulatory shifts, landmark judgments and evolving 
commercial realities, certain cases have stood out for their impact on business, 
governance and risk. This session unpacks four of the most topical and consequential 
legal developments from the past year.

Lunch

AGENDA

14:15 – 15:45 Breakaway Rooms (to run concurrently)

15:45 – 16:00

16:00 – 17:00

17:00 – 17:15

Comfort Break

The AI Readiness Masterclass: IP, Governance & the 
SMARTAI‑IP Advantage

Closing



ATTORNEYS
Patents  |  Trade Marks  |  Copyright  |  Designs  |  Commercial  |  Real Estate  |  Dispute Resolution

AGENDA

PRETORIA OFFICE
Lynnwood Bridge, 4 Daventry Street, 
Lynnwood Manor,  
Pretoria, South Africa

PO BOX 1014, 
Pretoria 0001, 
South Africa

Phone: 	 +27 12 432 6000
Fax: 	 +27 12 432 6599
Email: 	 mail@adams.africa

JOHANNESBURG OFFICE
2nd Floor, 34 Fredman Drive  
(Cnr. 5th Street), 
Sandton, South Africa

PO BOX	 10155, 
Johannesburg 2000, 
South Africa

Phone: 	 +27 11 895 1000
Fax: 	 +27 11 784 2888 (CPL)
	 +27 11 784 2872 (Patents)
	 +27 11 784 2889 (Trade Marks)
Email: 	 jhb@adams.africa

CAPE TOWN OFFICE
22nd Floor, 2 Long Street, Cnr. Long 
Street and Hans Strijdom Avenue, 
Cape Town, South Africa

PO BOX	 1513, 
Cape Town 8000, 
South Africa

Phone: 	 +27 21 418 8560	
Fax: 	 +27 21 418 9216 (Patents)
	 +27 21 419 5729 (Trade Marks)
Email: 	 cpt@adams.africa

DURBAN OFFICE
Suite 2, Level 3, Ridgeside Office Park,  
21 Richefond Circle, Umhlanga Ridge, 
Durban, South Africa

PO BOX	 237, 
Umhlanga Rocks 4320, 
South Africa

Phone: 	 +27 31 536 3740
Fax: 	 +27 31 536 8254
Email: 	 dbn@adams.africa

14:15 - 15:30

BREAK AWAY ROOM 1
Beyond Protection: IP as a 
Catalyst for Future Growth.                    
Moderator:
Dr Joanne Van Harmelen

BREAK AWAY ROOM 2
Owning Attention in the Age 
of Generative Everything.
Moderator: 
Lita Miti- Qamata

BREAK AWAY ROOM 3 
Resilience and Regulation 
in the Crosshairs.                      
Moderator: 
Chervaune Utermöhlen

14:15 - 14:35

Strategic patent analytics 
for Intellectual Asset 
Management
Dr Joanne van Harmelen

Ambush or Authentic? 
Managing Online Reputation 
in the Creator Economy
Melissa Morris

Freedom of expression, in the 
year of Goliath 
Thandiwe Seboletswe

14:35 - 14:45 Q & A Q & A Q & A

14:45 - 15:05

Respecting the Past, 
Innovating the Future: 
Equitable Commercial 
Pathways for Indigenous
Bio Resources
Dr Dashnie Nadioo-Maharaj 
(ARC) & Prof Mthokozisi 
Simelane (UJ) 

Fair Dealing Meets Deep 
Fakes: A South African 
Perspective
Werina Griffiths

The Great Merger Upgrade: 
The DTIC’s Proposed 
Amendments to Merger 
Thresholds and Filing Fees 
Naledi Pooe

15:05 - 15:15 Q & A Q & A Q & A

15:15 - 15:35

Future-proofing Innovation: 
Commercialisation Strategies 
for Emerging Economies
Mercia Fynn,
Alexandra Miszewski (Altera 
Biosciences) & Dineo 
Masokoane (WITS)

Brand Use by Bots: Do AI Tools 
Create Infringement Risk?
Tshireletso Tlholoe and 
Marcelle Samons

When Algorithms Meet Policy 
Wordings 
Mtho Maphumulo

15:35 - 15:45 Q & A Q & A Q & A

Break Away Sessions


